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	Summary
	Presenting some recent policy initiatives of the European Commission linked to science and governance, the motivation behind them, and the current thinking on how to translate worthy principles into concrete actions.
There continues to be a widely felt expectation that ‘science’ can help solve societal problems and improve our quality of life. At the same time, there is a growing public unease about scientific endeavour, focused variously on what is being researched, how it is conducted, and on how the results are used by policy-makers. 

Whilst these sentiments vary markedly across Europe and across different socio-economic groups, it is clear that the connection between science and society at large is in difficulty. A more harmonious and dynamic relationship is now needed to underpin our efforts in many of the key strategic priorities set for the EU over the next decade. Not least amongst these is Europe’s ambition to become the most dynamic knowledge-based economy in the world. 

The Commission has launched two initiatives that bear on this problem.

· Soon after taking office as president of the Commission, Romano Prodi announced that he was to launch a wide-ranging debate on new forms of governance. The aim was to explore ways to bring the institutions of the EU, and the way they operate, closer to the European citizen. This process culminated this summer in the publication of a White paper on European governance.  The White Paper sets out a range of new actions based on the principles of openness, participation, accountability, effectiveness and coherence.

The use of expertise is highlighted in the White Paper as a key part of better policy-making, and there is a commitment by the Commission to publish, by June 2002, guidelines for the collection and use of expert advice. These guidelines would enshrine some of the core principles such as transparency and participation, and could eventually form the basis for a common approach by other EU institutions and the Member States. Other possible action lines were identified during the preparation of the White Paper, including those on greater public involvement, widening the expert base, and risk governance.

· Meanwhile, the Commission has tabled its proposals to establish a European Research Area (ERA), which should lead to an EU research policy that goes beyond financial support to projects through the Framework Programmes. Specifically, the ERA includes ‘structuring’ actions designed to add value to the sum of national research policies. The ERA will include a concerted effort on ‘Science and Society’, which will bring together a suite of linked activities on governance, public awareness, ethics, and gender equality. The envisaged tools include networking, best practice, benchmarking and open co-ordination.

Following a request from the Council of Ministers, the Commission is currently preparing an Action Plan on the subject of Science and Society. Set against the background of the ERA, this will propose a number of actions linked to science and governance, some of them flowing directly from the Governance White paper. Taken as a whole they should set out a common approach to science and society across Europe, involving not only the Commission but also the Member States and concerned stakeholders at all levels.




The Science & Society Forum is sponsored by the Nuffield Foundation, the Wellcome Trust, the Economic and Social Research Council and the Institution of Mechanical Engineers.
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