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The last decade saw the status, role and future direction of science and the relationship between science and the public generate heated intellectual, political and policy debate throughout Europe.  The pervasive influence of science and technology in modern life implies a clear need to consider new policies, institutional arrangements and communication channels that would be suitable for science, society and citizenship in the 21st century.  

Raising public awareness of science and technology is more than just a question of education and promotion.  It requires a sensitivity on the part of experts towards legitimate public concerns, an appreciation of the complexities associated with risk, and the right balance between accessibility of information and necessary sophistication of presentation. OPUS is a European Community-funded project, with partners in six European countries, that seeks to understand both theory and practice of Optimising Public Understanding of Science.  This one-day OPUS conference will address the following themes:

· Science and the Public: European experiences and issues

· 21st Century Science: Cultural, gender and educational aspects

· Science Communication: Misunderstandings and the resolution of public controversies

· 21st Century R&D: Re-authorising or democratising science policymaking?

Speakers  will include:
· Philippe Chavot & Anne Masseran, Université Louis Pasteur, France.

· Ulrike Felt, Professor, Social Studies of Science/OPUS project co-ordinator & Tina Thiel,  University of Vienna, Austria. 

· Maria Eduarda Gonçalves & Paula Castro, University of Lisbon, Portugal.

· Jane Gregory, Department of Science and Technology Studies, University College, London, UK.

· Ian Hargreaves, Professor of Journalism Studies, Cardiff University, Wales, UK.

· Alan Irwin, Professor of Sociology, Brunel University, UK.

· Jan Nolin & Dick Kasperowski, Department of Theory of Science, Göteborg University, Sweden.

· Josephine Stein, Senior Research Fellow, Innovation Studies, University of East London, UK. 

· Gérard Valenduc and Patricia Vendramin, Fondation Travail-Université, Belgium.
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Suggested contribution: £15 (waged) - £5 (student/public sector) payable on the door.

For further information about OPUS and/or the conference programme, please contact:

Dr Damian White (d.f.white@uel.ac.uk) or Dr Josephine Stein (j.a.stein@uel.ac.uk).  

For further details of OPUS see: http://www.univie.ac.at/Wissenschaftstheorie/opus/index.html
